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Name : Anoja Priyadarshani Attanayake

Age 141 years

Gender : Female

Nationality : Sri Lankan

School attended  : Southlands College, Galle

Marital status : Married, two children

Official address  : Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Medicine, University of
Ruhuna, Karapitiya, Galle, Sri Lanka

Email : anoja715@yahoo.com

Educational qualifications

B.Sc. (Sp) Chemistry, second class honours (upper division) 2005, University of
Peradeniya, Sri Lanka.

Ph.D. in Biochemistry 2013, University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka.

Ph.D. thesis title: Antidiabetic effects of some medicinal plant extracts in rats with

chemically induced diabetes mellitus

Profession

Nov 2013-up to date Senior Lecturer in Biochemistry, Department of Biochemistry, Faculty
of Medicine, University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka

Feb 2007- Nov 2013 Lecturer in Biochemistry, Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of
Medicine, University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka

Employment history

Nov 2006-Feb 2007, Teaching assistant/Demonstrator in Biochemistry, Department of
Biochemistry, Faculty of Medicine, University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka.

May 2006-Nov 2006 Teaching assistant/Demonstrator in Chemistry, Department of
Chemistry, Faculty of Science, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka.

June 2005-Jan 2006 Teaching assistant/Demonstrator in Chemistry, Department of
Chemistry, Faculty of Science, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka.
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Short courses/training followed

International certificate course on Laboratory Animal Sciences, conducted in collaboration
with Faculty of Medicine, University of Colombo and Utrecht University, Netherlands-2011.

Short course on Molecular Biological Techniques, Institute of Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka -2014

International Center of Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB) Course on
Fluorescence Microscopy — FluoMicro@ICGEB, ICGEB, New Delhi, India-2019

International Center of Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB) Course on
Hybridoma Technology for Monoclonal Antibody Production: Applications in
Immunodiagnostics, IBMBB, Sri Lanka-2019

International Virtual Training Program on Generic Drugs hosted by Centre for Science and
Technology of the Non-Aligned and Other Developing Countries (NAM S&T Centre)-
Hyderabad, India 2020- Sri Lankan Nominee selected by NASTEC

Research experience

Undergraduate research project on “Particle size analysis and determination of dilution
in milk using light scattering methods” under the supervision of Prof. H.M.N. Bandara,
Department of Chemistry, Faculty of Science, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka

Post graduate (PhD) research project on “Antidiabetic effects of some medicinal plant
extracts in rats with chemically induced diabetes mellitus” under the supervision of
Prof. C. Pathirana, Department of Biochemistry, University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka

Principal investigator for research work on “Screening of selected medicinal plant
extracts for acetylcholinesterase inhibitory activity: An approach for the discovery of
drug lead compounds for Alziemer’s disease” — Completed

Principal Investigator for research work on “Standardization and toxicity assessment of
selected Sri Lankan medicinal plant extracts in Wistar rats and in zebrafish” — partially
completed



Supervision of post graduate degrees

1.

Principal supervisor of the research project on “Nephroprotective activity of a novel
herbal nutraceutical mixture derived from selected medicinal plant extracts in rats
with chemically induced nephrotoxicity” (PhD)- completed in 2021

Principal supervisor of the research project on “Double blind placebo controlled
randomized clinical trial of a herbal capsule of Coccinia grandis (L.) Voigt in newly
diagnosed patients with type 2 diabetes mellitus and its’ bioassay guided isolation of
antidiabetic compounds” (PhD)- completed in 2021

Co supervisor of the research work on “Bioassay guided isolation of antidiabetic and

antihyperlipidaemic compounds from selected medicinal plant extracts” (M Phil)-
completed in 2018

Co supervisor of the research project on “Combined therapeutic drug leads for
antidiabetic and anti-hyperlipidaemic treatments from selected combined medicinal
plants” (M Phil)-Completed in 2021

Principal supervisor of research project on “Antidiabetic effects of nanoparticle based
herbal nutraceutical formulations in Wistar rats induced with diabetes mellitus” (PhD)
-ongoing

Principal supervisor of research project on “Development, characterization and
bioactivity assessment of nanoencapsulated antidiabetic herbal drug leads from Sri
Lankan flora” (PhD) -ongoing

Outstanding research awards

1.

Galle Medical Association Award for the best scientific paper 2012, 715t
Annual academic sessions, Sri Lanka

th
Vice Chancellor’s Award for the best oral presenter in the Biology section 2013, 11
Academic Sessions of University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka

Vice chancellor’s Gold Medal - 2015 for the excellent performance during the post
graduate study in generating knowledge that has accepted internationally,
University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka

General Research Committee post graduate award -2015, Sri Lanka Association for the
Association of Advancement of Science (SLAAS), Sri Lanka

th
Award for the most Outstanding Young Researcher 2016, 13 Vice chancellor’s
Awards Ceremony, University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka



6. Vice Chancellor’s Award for the best oral presenter in the section on Human Health
th
And Community Medicine 2016, 14 Academic Sessions of University of Ruhuna, Sri
Lanka

7. CNAPT Award for best paper in Medicine in memory of Richard and Sheila Peris 2017,
Sri Lanka Medical Association, Sri Lanka.

8. SLMA Award for best scientific communication in Nephrology 2018, Sri Lanka Medical
Association, Sri Lanka.

9. NRC Merit award for scientific publication 2016, Sri Lanka.
10. Wilson Peiris Prize at the SLMA 133" Anniversary International Medical Congress 2020

11. Merck Life Science Publication Award 2020 for the paper published in Phytomedicine

Special achievements and contributions

1. Professor N D W Lionel Memorial Oration 2017 on “Unraveling the path towards
antidiabetic drug leads from Sri Lankan flora”, 130t International Medical Conference
of Sri Lanka Medical Association, Sri Lanka

2. Plenary Speaker in the 3rd International Conference on Innovations in Pharmaceutical
Sciences (ICIPS)-2018, Guru Nanak Institutions Technical Campus, Ibrahimpatnam,
Hyderabad, India

3. Jury member to evaluate inventions of “INVENTO” (National provincial competitions)
2017 and 2018

4. Invited speaker [IUBMB Education Conference in conjunction with its 46™ PSBMB Annual
Convention Manila City, Philippines- 2019

5. Invited Speaker 26™ ISCB International Conference (ISCBC-2020) jointly organized with
Nirma Institute of Pharmacy International Conference (NIPiCON), Nirma University,
Ahmedabad, India-2020

6. Nominee to represent Sri Lanka at the inaugural Commonwealth Chemistry Congress
(CCC) to be held at The University of the West Indies in Trinidad and Tobago hosted by
Royal Society of Chemistry UK -2020

7. Invited talk at the International Conference on Molecular Structure & Instrumental
Approaches (ICMSI-2020), hosted by R. K. University Gujarat, India



Research grants awarded as the principal investigator

1.

N

10.

University Grants Commission, Sri Lanka (UGC/ICD/CRF 2009/2/5) for the research
titled “Antidiabetic effects of some medicinal plant extracts in rats with chemically
induced diabetes mellitus”: Amount Rs 7 50 000.00 (2010-2013)-Completed -PI

Faculty Research Fund 2015, Faculty of Medicine, University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka
for the research project titled “Chemical standardization of three selected
medicinal plant extracts with proven antidiabetic activity”: Amount Rs 40 000.00 —
Completed-PI

Faculty Research Fund 2016, Faculty of Medicine, University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka
for the research project titled “Screening of selected medicinal plant extracts for
acetylcholinesterase inhibitory activity: An approach for the discovery of drug lead
compounds for Alziemer’s disease ” : Amount Rs 50 000.00 — Completed-PI

National Science Foundation, Sri Lanka 2016 (RG/2016/HS/03) for the research
project titled “Protective effects of selected medicinal plant extracts in rats with
chemically induced nephropathy”: Amount Rs 15 45 000.00 — Completed -PlI

UGC special allocation for strengthening research, University of Ruhuna (RU/PG-
R/16/14), 2016 for the project titled “Protective effects of selected medicinal plant
extracts in rats with chemically induced nephropathy”: Amount Rs 40 11 800.00 —
Completed -PI

National research council investigator driven research grant 2017 (NRC17-
29)for the project titled ” Development of an antidiabetic agent from Coccinia
grandis (L.) Voigt (Cucurbitaceae) for diabetes mellitus” Rs 4.7 million —
Completed-PI

Faculty Research Fund 2018, Faculty of Medicine, University of Ruhuna, Sri
Lanka for the research project titled “Antidiabetic effects of isolated
antidiabetic compounds from Coccinia grandis (L) Voigt (Curcurbitaceae) in rats
with type 2 diabetes mellitus”-Completed -Pl

Faculty Research Fund 2019, faculty of Medicine, University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka
for the research project titled “Standardization and toxicity assessment of selected
Sri Lankan medicinal plant extracts in Wistar rats and in zebrafish — Partially
completed -PI

Accelerating Higher Education Expansion and Development (AHEAD-DOR 15)
research grant 2019 for the project titled “Development of a putative nutraceutical



for diabetes mellitus: Bioactivity and toxicological studies of nanoparticle-based
formulations encapsulated with Ivy gourd (Coccinia grandis) leaf extract” Rs 35
Million — Ongoing -PI
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2189189, https://doi.org/10.1155/2020/2189189.

Amor, E.C., Attanayake, A.P., Nicolas, M.G., Yu, G.F.B., Macaulay, J.O.,
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Abstracts presented/authored in international conferences and local
/symposia

100 abstracts have been published to date.
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